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Remembering
the Sierra Fund’s First Ten Years

The Twin Towers were still smoking in 2001 when The 

Sierra Fund was first conceived.  Five area residents, 

concerned about the future of the Sierra Nevada and 

tired of being overlooked by California’s mostly urban 

political and philanthropic leadership, envisioned a new 

vehicle for bringing investment to our region. 

Driven by this vision and inspired by the opportunity 

offered by local organic food leader, Michael Funk – 

who was going public with his company United Natural 

Foods and had a million dollar gift to give – these 

leaders convened on December 2, 2001, and launched 

The Sierra Fund.

In the beginning the organization had a small five 

person Board of Directors led by founder, CEO and 

President Shawn Garvey.  Over the next year two board 

members tragically died, leaving a tiny board and staff. 

In January 2003, fresh from the Nevada County Board 

of Supervisors, TSF hired me as a consultant. I took the 

helm as CEO in January 2005.  It has been a privilege to 

work with such talented staff, and brilliant luminaries 

on my board over the years. 

The Sierra Fund started with a little seed money and 

a big dream and has successfully attracted more than 

$100 million in public and private funds to the Sierra.  

We have made real change for this region. 

A heartfelt thank you to all of our supporters over the 

last decade who have made possible all the victories 

described in this report.  

For the Sierra,

Then-Assemblymember John Laird with 
TSF founder Shawn Garvey and friends, 

June 2004 fundraiser for the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy

Michael Killigrew, TSF Board Member 
2001-2003

Presenting a grant to Sierra Club

Elizabeth J. Martin, CEO
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A.A. Rich & Associates 
Alexander Aaron
The Abandoned Mine Alliance
Loretta Abbott
Carolyn & John Aberman
Randy Adams
Susan E. Alland
Charlie  Alpers
Alpine Watershed Group
Betsy & Robert Andersen
Al Anderson
Emily Jane Anderson
Justin & Liza Anderson
Mary Kate Anderson
Steve Anderson
Tina Andolina
Anonymous Donors
Eric Antebi & Marla  Kolman-

Antebi
Juliette Anthony
Gregory Archbald & Connie 

Parsons
Laurie A. Armstrong
Astrov
Nancy & Thal Athanasiou
Vickie Auerbach
Robert Ayres
Douglas & Karen Baer
Ron & Vava Bailey
Kathleen Bain & Andrew L. 

Norrell
Jen Baker
Mark Balcom
Barbara Balen
Eunice & Lowell Banks
Ace Barash
David Bard
Bernida Barnes
John & Suzanne Barr
Randy & Karen Barrow
Pete Barry
Sherry Bartolucci
Skip Battle & Hillary Perkins

Thank You!
We would like to 
acknowledge all The 
Sierra Fund’s donors 
and supporters over 
the last ten years.  
We could not have 
done it without you!

Over the last ten years, working with more than 600 supporters, The 

Sierra Fund has made significant progress towards our mission: 

To increase and organize public and private 

investment in restoring and protecting the natural 

resources and communities of the Sierra Nevada.  

We pursue our mission three ways, through:

•	 Advocacy to bring public funding to the region,

•	 Philanthropic Services to provide a vehicle 

for private funding, and

•	 Strategic Campaigns that pursue critically 

needed programs in the Sierra.

This report contains highlights covering all 

these activities.  

Table of Contents
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Susan & David Bavo
Bean Ridge Winery

Kristen & Robert Beazley
Beldon Fund
Joseph J. Bell

Bella Vista Foundation
Gary Bengier
Chris Benner

Peggy Bennington
Michelle Benson

Robert & Carol Berman
Autumn Bernstein

Lee & Cheryl Bertucci
Fabian & Stephanie Biagetti

Marilyn Bird
Malaika Bishop

Parker Blackman
Carolyn & Christopher Blake

Lucy Blake & Steve Nightingale
Jon Blinder

Melinda Booth & Alexander 
Merkle

Richard Booth
Linda Boswell & Bill Cole

David Bosworth
William Bouton

Richard Boyd
Jim & Patty Branham

David Brenninger
Briar Patch Community Market

Jan Brisco
Patty & John Brissenden

Charles & Mary Brock
Carl Bronson

Michael Broome
Cory & Nancy Brown

Dave Brown
Elisabeth Brown
Kathleen Brown

Krista Karin Brown
Phillip Brown

Phillip F. Brozek & Carla W. Salido
Leah R. Brumer & Robb A. Scott

Daniel J. Buckley III
Dorit Buckley
Tom Budlong

Alfred & Renee Bulf
Bullards

Burdick & Company 
Katie Burdick

Harriett Burgess
Marc R. Burgraff & Simone 

Malboeuf
Joe & Jeryn Byrne
Marlena A. Byrne

Mabel & Louis Cabot
Cal/EPA Environmental Justice 

Program
Briana Caldwell

Organizing
investment in the Sierra

The Sierra Fund provides a vessel for Sierra donors to target their 

giving through strategic grants and loans.  Since 2001, our various 

funds have issued over $2.5 million in the region and beyond.  

Funk Donor Advised Fund

Founded in 2002 by Michael and Judith Funk, 

the Fund has targeted investment in organic 

food, built Sierra organizations, and served as 

a revolving fund for The Sierra Fund’s most 

effective litigation loans.  

Animal Save

Breast Cancer Research Project

Californians for GE Free Agriculture

Camp Augusta

CoreLight

Deer Creek Restoration Project

Deer Creek Tribute Trail Project

Environmental Defense Project

Forrest Issues Group

Friends of Deer Creek

Friends of Spenceville

High Sierra Rural Alliance

Michael Killigrew

Occidental Arts & Ecology Center

Oregon Concerned Citizens for Safe 
Foods

Organic Center for Education and 
Promotion

Save Round Valley Alliance

Sierra County Land Trust

Sierra Nevada Alliance

Sierra Watch

Yes on 27 Committee

Yes on Proposition 50 Committee

Yuba River Conservancy

$ 1 , 5 3 7,9 1 9  in Grants and Loans
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California Conference of Directors 

of Environmental Health
California Council for Humanities
California Dept. of Conservation, 

Office of Mine Reclamation
California Dept. of Toxic 

Substances Control
The California Endowment
California Indian Environmental 

Alliance
California Organics
California Rangeland Trust
California Resources Agency
California Sportfishing Protection 

Alliance
California State Association of 

Counties
California State University, Chico
California State University Chico 

Alumni Association
California Trout
The California Wellness 

Foundation
Karen I.  Callahan
Cashion Callaway
William C. Callender
Pamela Calvert
Dennis L. Campbell
Carmel Gallery
James M. Carney & JP Tindell
Linda R. Carr & Steve Tornallyay
Julie Carville
Philip P. Carville & Belinda Rush-

Carville
Carol Casaday
Shannon & Ed Casey-Welch
Therese & Cory Casper
Andrew Cassano
Center for Creative Land 

Recycling
Jef Chadwick
Mallory Chaone
Leonard & Debbie Chapman
Jan Chatten-Brown
Chico Environmental Science & 

Planning
Richard S. Cimino
City of Nevada City
City of Grass Valley
CLAIM-GV
Clarence E. Heller Charitable 

Foundation
Joan M. Clayburgh
Julia & R. Carter Clements
Clientworks
David Cochrane
Rebecca Coffman & Coulter 

Adams
Thomas & Jan Cogbill
Janet Cohen & Chris Scammon

American Heart Association

Amnesty International

California Wilderness Coalition

Children’s Defense Fund

Community Bridges

Doctors without Borders

Life Lab Science Program

Mental Health Client Action Network

National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People

National Women’s History Museum

Native Seeds

Parkinson’s Disease Foundation

Planned Parenthood

Resource Center for Non-Violence

Santa Cruz Women’s Health Center

Seton Health Foundation

Sierra Nevada Alliance

United Negro College Fund

Vietnam Friendship Village

John and Patty 
Brissenden Donor 
Advised Fund

Established in 2005, the Brissenden 

Fund has made significant donations 

to organizations in healthcare, 

education, the environment, and social 

causes.

$ 1 2 2 , 5 0 0  in Grants and Loans

$ 1 , 5 3 7,9 1 9  in Grants and Loans

”	
“	Loans from The Sierra Fund’s donor funds were 

critical to keeping the Sierra Nevada Alliance 
operating smoothly in 2009.  We are deeply grateful 
for the support TSF provides to so many great 
conservation groups throughout the entire region.  

– Joan Clayburgh, Executive Director, 
Sierra Nevada Alliance

Organizational Report 2001 - 2011
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”	“	

David and Kathy 
Welch Fund

The Welch Fund, founded in 

2003, provided significant 

support to Sierra Watch’s legal 

work to protect the Martis 

Valley, as well as regular gifts 

to conservation activities 

in the Sierra and northern 

California.   

Stuart & Ronnie Cohen
Diane Colborn

Kelly & Seth Collings Hawkins
Heather Collis Puro

Andrea L. Colnes
John P. Comerford & Teresa Olle

Community Conservation 
Solutions

Emily Conn
Sharon Connor

Josh Cook
Robert J. Cooley-Gilliom

James Corpora
Caryn Coss

Cosumnes, American, Bear, Yuba 
Integrated Regional Water 
Management Program

Janet K. Crain
L. & Sharon Crandall

Tim Crough
Donna Cusick

Kenneth Cutler
Ralph & Lisa Cutter

Bill Dakin
Becky Damazo
Caleb Dardick

Dana Davis
Debbie Davis

Jay Davis
Laurie Davis

Martha Davis
Robert Davis

Davis Food Co-op
John P. D’Avolio
Steven Decker

Arya Degeuhardt
Helen DeMichiel

Tony & Margaret DeRiggi
Olivia Diaz & Dr. Ernest 

Malamud
Sheila Dixon
James Dodds

Kathy & Brett Dotson
Paul & Jean Doty
Al & Lynn Dover

Sean Dowdall & David Landis
Maureen Drouin & Mathew 

Scease
Heidi & John Drum

Theresa May Duggan
Annette Dunklin

East Bay Municipal Utility District
Eastern Sierra Land Trust

John & Mary Eaton
Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch

Joseph Edmiston
EduQuest

Ersel & Claudia Edwards
El Dorado Irrigation District

Herodotos Ellinas

$ 2 7 0 , 6 7 9  in Grants and Loans
$ 9 6 , 0 5 0  in Grants

Conservation Biology Institute

Rockridge Institute

Sierra Club

Sierra Club State Committee on Civil 
Education

Sierra County Land Trust

Sierra Watch

Truckee River Watershed Council

Truckee Tahoe Community 
Foundation

University of California Botanical 
Garden

University of California Regents

The Sierra Fund plays a critical role in securing 
resources for the region.  Their ability to attract 
contributions and apply them at the local level 
provides important support to our conservation 
campaigns.  

– Tom Mooers, Executive Director, Sierra Watch

The Sierra Fund
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Thank You!
Sorensen’s Resort 
Fund

Sorensen’s Resort is located in 

beautiful Hope Valley, south 

of Lake Tahoe.  The Sorensen’s 

Fund was established in 2005 to 

return 10% of profits to charities 

annually.  This fund faithfully 

makes donations to organizations working throughout the country on a 

wide variety of causes.  

Organizing
investment in the Sierra

Ann Elliott Emerson
Emma Nevada House
Empire Events
Steven B. Enos
Gail & Charles Entrekin
Environmental Priorities Network
Steve Evans
Suzanne Evans
Thomas J. Evers & Erin P. Sugrue
Phyllis Faber
Esther Feldman
Madeline Flandreau
Don Flint
Flower Essence Society
Amy R. Floyd
Rebecca & Sharon Flynn
Hank Foley
Donna Foote
Pat Footer
Barbara Forslund & Phil Klingner
David & Roseanne Forslund
Katherine Forslund & Mike Tate
Robert & Kathleen Forslund
Sarah Forslund
Natalie Foster
Karen Fox
Greg Francis
Eric Fredricksen
Harvey & Deana Freedman
Jane Freeman
Matt Freitas
Andy Fried
Friends of Hope Valley 
Friends of Placer County 

Communities
Friends of Spenceville
Randy Frizzell
Raymond Froelich
FTS
Full Circle Press
Judith A. Funk
Michael & Alicia Funk
Ted & Bonnie Gaebler
Gary Gallelli
Roberto Garcia
Shawn Garvey
Marshalle Genevieve
Geocon
Holly George
Marcia & Henry Gest
Alice & Tracy Gidel
John Gilchrist
Jane E. Ginsburg
Samuel  J. Gitchel & Nancy A. 

Bliele
GLM Associates
Richard N. Goldman
Roger Goldman
Cynthia P. Gorman
Barbara Graves

$ 9 6 , 0 5 0  in Grants
Blue Water Network

California State Parks Foundation

CalTrout

CAP Public Radio

Center for Biological Diversity

Center for Sierra Nevada 
Conservation

Community Foundation of Santa 
Cruz County

Earth Justice

Forest Service Employees for 
Environmental Ethics

Friends of Hope Valley

Friends of Nevada Wilderness

Friends of the River

Habitat for Humanity

KUNR Public Radio

Land Trust of Santa Cruz County

League to Save Lake Tahoe

Madre

Monterey Bay Aquarium

National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation

Pacific Crest Trail Association

Panetta Institute

Planning and Conservation League

Save the Redwoods League

Saving the Sierra

Snowlands Network

Tahoe Rim Trail Association

The Wilderness Society

Trust for Public Land

Yosemite Association
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Peter Graves
Greater Champion Neighborhood 

Association
Barbara Green

Clay Greene & Romy Taubman
Julie Griffith-Flatter

Julia & Christopher Grimsrud
Michael Gualco
Marella Guigou

Wally Hagaman
Carl & Ellen Hall

Daniel Hall
Edward Halstead
Jessica Hamilton

Hanna Winery
Paul & Rhonda Hardy

Martin A. Harmon
Alex Harris

Brian M. Hart & Sara A. 
Callaghan

Alison Harvey & Dave Loera
Rich Harvey

Dr. John & Tamra Hege
Lassen Land & Trails Trust

Anne & Lawrence Heilman
Dick Heitzman

Laurie Heller 
John W. Hellwig & Mary Peterson

John Hensley & Sandra Brown
Michael & Lisa Herring

Roger Hicks & Linda J. Rachmel
High Sierra Rural Alliance

Joanne Hild
Jonathan Hill

Larry Hill
Tom Hinds

Derek Hitchcock
Ralph & Dorothy Hitchcock

Sarah A. Hodgdon
William & Karen Hoefs

Robert Hoffman
Bronwyn Hogan

Mary & Michael Hogan
Scott Holcomb

Holdrege & Kull
Carlyle Holmes

Marika Holmgren
Rachel B. Hooper & Peter Zingg

Daphne Hougard
Doug Houston

Lee Hudson
Ellen Hughes

Rick Humphreys & Elizabeth 
Haven

Glenn Hurowitz
Therese Iknoian

Tsi-Akim Maidu Tribe
Phil Isenberg

Victor Izzo

Sarah Forslund Fund for 
Environmental Leadership

Sarah Forslund was a founding board 

member of The Sierra Fund, and an inspired 

and inspiring advocate for conservation and 

community.  The Sarah Forslund Fund for 

Environmental Leadership was established 

in 2002 as a way of ensuring the legacy 

of her remarkable life.  The Fund makes 

three grants annually to: Green Corps; an 

organization led by a Green Corps graduate; 

and a cutting-edge cause in the Sierra.  

The Sarah Forslund Fund for
Environmental Leadership

Alaska Conservation Alliance

Chesapeake Climate Action Network

Dogwood Alliance

Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch

Endangered Species Coalition

Gifford Pinchot Task Force

Green Corps

Gulf Restoration Network

HEAL Utah

Living Lands Agrarian Network

Maine Conservation Voters 
Education Fund

Mountain Meadows Conservancy

Northern Forest Alliance

Save The Air In Nevada County

Sierra Nevada Alliance

$ 1 1 5 , 0 0 0  in Grants and Loans

”	“	The Sierra Fund is a catalyst for quick and 
effective actions that protect and restore the 
Sierra Nevada – a precious asset whose future is 
important to all Californians.  

– Mary Nichols, former Secretary of 
Resources, State of California

The Sierra Fund
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Gerald and Barbara Meral Fund

Founded in 2004, the Meral Fund has made regular gifts to organizations 

dedicated to protecting and restoring Sierra resources, particularly the 

Tuolumne River.    

Alice Jacobson
Betsy Jacobson
Sarah B. Jaynes & Aaron Ostrom
Alan & Cledith Jennings
Bob  Joehnck
John Johnson
Samuel Johnson
Robert E. Johnston
Patrick Johnston
Betony Jones
Joey & Bill Jordan
Francis & Eric Jorgensen
Mary & Russell Jorgensen
Chris Joseph
Kathleen & Paul Joseph
Julie W. Jurs & Raymond R. Garcia
Tanja Christina Kampe
Cynthia Kang
Sandy Karinen
Anthony & Elizabeth Katsaris
Richard Katz & Patricia Kaminsky
Brad & Tracy Kearns
Fred Keeley
Daniel Kelliher
Patrick Kenneally
Michael Killigrew
Tom Killion
Bob  Kingman
John & Ginny Kingsbury
Robert C. Kirkwood
Jim  & Joan Kirsner
BJ Kirwan
Ed & Linda Kleiner
Karen Kline & Becky Smith
Warren & Ingrid Knox
Robert Krantz
Philip Krohn & Monica Bond
Julie & Marc Kummel
R. Duff & Carol Kurland
Marty Kurtovich
Jonathan  Kusel
Autumn Labbe-Renault
John Laird
The Land Trust of Santa Cruz 

County 
John Lane
Lao Khmu Association, Inc.
Ellen Lapham
Larry Walker Associates
Lassen Forest Preservation Group
Scott & Cameron Laughlin
Dave Lawler
Andrea Lawrence
Kyle Leach
League to Save Lake Tahoe
Frances Leary
Patrick Leathers
David M. Leavitt
Carol Leimbach

$ 1 1 5 , 0 0 0  in Grants and Loans

$ 5 7, 6 0 0  in Grants
American Land Conservancy

Environmental Action Committee of West Marin

Restore Hetch Hetchy

Sustainable Conservation

Tuolumne River Trust

Organizational Report 2001 - 2011

Ways to Give  

The Sierra Fund offers numerous ways for individuals to leave a lasting 
legacy that will help save the Sierra Nevada for many years to come:  

•	 Bequests

•	 Gift Appreciated Assets

•	 Life Insurance & Retirement Plan Gifts

•	 Charitable Gift Annuities  

•	 Charitable Remainder Trusts

•	 Donor Advised Funds

When properly structured, these charitable gifts can:  reduce your 
income taxes, reduce or eliminate capital gain taxes, reduce gift or estate 
taxes, provide life income for you or your family and/or pass assets on to 
your heirs with reduced taxation.  

Contact The Sierra Fund for more details about how these ways to give 
may benefit you and the long term health of the region.  

Photo:  Dave Lewicki



Celebrating
Ten Years of Success

Nearly 150 supporters toasted The Sierra Fund at our 10th 

Anniversary Celebration on November 2, 2011.  Former staff and 

board were joined on the program by event guest, Governor Jerry 

Brown.  This memorable night recapped ten years of hard work and 

launched the organization into our next decade of “saving the Sierra.” 

Total Giving 2001-2011

The Sierra Fund10

Photos:  Chris G
ee &

 Jordan Cronos

Financial Statements

$181,115 -  

$284,561 - 

$1,391,849  - 



Statement of Income & Expenses

January 1 - December 31, 2011

INCOME

Grants Received $ 818,092

Contributions $ 161,662

Fee for Service $ 5,828

Event Income $ 10,704

Management Fees $ 300

Investment Income $ 4,093

Other Income $ 1,526

TOTAL INCOME $ 1,002,205

EXPENSES

Grants Made $ 100,869

Program Expenses $ 814,791

Management & General $ 34,367

Fundraising Expenses $ 37,906

Investment Loss $ 7,640

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 995,573

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $ 6,632

Statement of Financial Position

December 31, 2011

ASSETS

Current Assets

     Cash & Cash Equivalents $ 439,536

     Accounts Receivable $ -

    Deposits $ 1,756

Notes, Loans & Grants Receivable

     Gov’t Grants Receivable $ 30,504

     External Loans $ 20,000

     Interfund Loans $ 32,379

TOTAL ASSETS $ 524,175

LIABILITIES

Current Liabilities

     Accounts Payable $ -

     Other Current Liabilities $ 12,707

Notes Payable

     External Loans $ 15,000

     Interfund Loans $ 32,379

TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 60,086

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted $ 53,324

Temporarily Restricted $ 410,765

Permanently Restricted $ -

TOTAL NET ASSETS $ 464,089

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET 
ASSETS $ 524,175

Total Giving 2001-2011

Organizational Report 2001 - 2011 11

Outgoing Grants:  $1,530,920

Program:  $3,749,206

Management & General:  $330,802

Fundraising:  $228,789

64%

6%
4%

26%

Financial Statements

Cumulative Expenses 2001-2011

DAF = Donor Advised Funds

ISIS = Integrated Sierra 
Investment Strategy FundMisc. 

I S I S

DA F

$181,115 -  

$284,561 - 

$1,391,849  - 

$807,899  - DAF

Total Grants
$1,857,525

Total Loans
$807,899
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Julie Leimbach
Lisa & Jonathan Levy

Dave Lewicki
Marcus Libkind

Bob Lichter
Matthew & Amy Lindstrom

Peter & Nicole Lindstrom
Doug Linney

Jesse Littlewood
Nancy & Kurt Lorenz

Terry E. Lowe
Amy J. Luckey & Tom E. Steinbach

Edith Hall Lufkin
Larry Lukanish

James & Joan Lynch
Dr. B. C. & Jean Lynn

David Macdonald
Sharon Mah
Mike Mallen

Sean & Molly Maloney
Terry Manning

Richard Marcus
Hugh Margesson

Richard Mark & Ellis Robinson
William & Marilyn Marken

Joshua & Hedy Marks
Judith & Benjamin Marks

Amy & Jason Markus
Glenda Marsh

Dan Martin
Elizabeth J. Martin

Kayle Martin
John Martin & Pamela Williams 

Martin
Wiley R. Martin

Robert Marty
Mascomm Associates LLC

Sharon Maser
Melanie J. Mayer

Pete & Nancy Maysmith
Clovis McCluskey

Gywn & Mike McColl
Scarlett McColl

Tim & Carol Mccollum
Stephen McCord

Richard & Joey McCutchan
Sandy & John McGee

William McGuire
David McKay

Cheryl McKinney
Sylvia C. McLaughlin

Charles & Ann McLeod
Clarence McProud
Sally J. McReynolds

Gregory “Kelly” Meagher
Hank Meals

Maureen Meikle
Jennifer K. Melville & Alexander  

O. Abbott
Neil Menzies

Organizing
investment in the Sierra

Integrated Sierra 
Investment Strategy

The Sierra Fund’s Integrated Sierra Investment 

Strategy directs grants and gifts that help 

further our mission, to increase and organize 

investment in the natural resources and 

communities of the Sierra.  

Californians for Clean Water, Parks 
& Coastal Protection

California League of Conservation 
Voters

California League of Conservation 
Voters Education Fund

California State University Chico 
Research Foundation

Citizens Looking at Impacts of 
Mining – Grass Valley

Connecting To Care

Eastern Sierra Land Trust

Environmental Defense Project

Foothill Conservancy

Friends of Deer Creek

Friends of the Sierra

High Sierra Rural Alliance

John Muir Laws

League to Save Lake Tahoe

Light in the Dark Foundation

No on Yuba Highlands

Northern California Grantmakers

Proposition 51 Committee

Save Round Valley Alliance

Sierra Business Council

Sierra Cascade Land Trust Council

Sierra Club Foundation

Sierra Institute for Community and 
Environment

Sierra Nevada Alliance

Sierra Nevada Conservancy Logo 
Design Competition

Sierra Nevada Forest Protection 
Campaign

Sonora High School

South Yuba River Citizens League

Tsi-Akim Maidu

UTU Social Ventures

$ 4 5 0 , 8 0 2  in GrantsPhoto:  Steve Vanderburg
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Barbara & Gerald Meral
Iain and Catherine Mickle
Mark & Lynda Miller
Kim & Carole Milligan
Mktg, Inc.
Mogavero Notestine Associates
Mono Lake Committee
Carrie Monohan
Janet Mooers
Jeff Mooers
Jeffrey & Linda Mooers
Jim Mooers
Stephanie Mooers
Thomas Mooers & Rebecca 

DeRock
Victoria E. Moore & Raymond 

S. Chan
Ann D Morey
Becky & Jim Morgan
Patrick Morris
Kerry Morse
Caroll Mortensen
Rob Moser
Angela L. Moskow
Mountain Meadows Conservancy
Mountain Peoples Warehouse
Bill Murphy
James & Patricia Murray
Kenneth & Patricia Nagy
Rochelle Nason
Karen Nathan
National Fish & Wildlife 

Foundation
The Nature Conservancy
Anne Neal
Stephen Neuburger Jr.
Nevada City Rancheria
Nevada City Arts Council
Nevada Irrigation District 
New Clairvaux Vineyard
Honorable William A. Newsom
Pamela E. Nicholls & Robin 

Woodland
Mary Nichols & John Daum
Wesley Nicks
Paul Nielsen
Cynthia Noble
Eliza & James Nolte
Sherri Norris
Stephen & Sandra Norris
Northern California Regional 

Land Trust
Jessie Notch-LeBlanc
Jocelyne Noveral
Jim Nunally
Don Nylin
Paul & Dawn Nylin
Laurie Oberholzer
Dennis O’Bryant
Peggy O’Day

$ 4 5 0 , 8 0 2  in Grants

Advocating
For New Investment In the Sierra

As a result of The Sierra Fund’s work in the State Capitol, we have 

secured more than $87 million for Sierra projects.  

Propositions 50 & 84 

The Sierra Fund championed $30 

million targeted for Sierra projects 

in Proposition 50, and $57 million in 

Proposition 84.  

A Conservancy for the Sierra 

The Sierra Fund sponsored and advocated for passage of the 

bi-partisan legislation creating the Sierra Nevada Conservancy.  Governor 

Schwarzenegger signed the Conservancy into law on September 23, 2004.  

The Sierra Fund participated in developing the Conservancy’s first board 

and strategic plan, and in 2006 

hosted a design competition for 

the Conservancy’s logo, which drew 

entries from school aged children 

across the Sierra. 
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Cy Oggins
Matthew O’Grady & Steve 

Vanlandingham
Stefanie E. Olivieri

Teri Olle & John Comerford
Derik Olson

Mari C. Omland & Laura Olsen
Sara O’Neal

Operating Engineers
Michael Ben Oritz

James Ostdick
Ken Ostrom

Graham Owen
Pacific Gas & Electric Company 

Contributions Program
Julie Packard 
David Palley

Michael Paparian
Donald & Mary Ann Parachini

Kathryn W. Parish
Connie Parsons

Gary & Marilyn Patton
Lee Pemberton

Terri Pencovic
Sarah Pender

Marcee H. Peplinski
Senator Don Perata

Robert Perschel
Pew Charitable Trusts

Doug Phelps
Bonnie J. Pickett

Richard Pier
Drummond Pike

Pipe Makers Union, LLC
Planning & Conservation League

Emily K. Platt
James Pompy

Leal & Lloyd Portis
Chauncey & Teresa Poston

Mike Powell
Shawn Prescott

Barbara Price
Ruthmary & Edward Priebe

Robert & Kris Protass
Guy Prudhomme

Public Health Institute
Pug Winery

Rita Purpora
Sydney Quinn

Tom Quinn
Jason J. Rainey & Tania L. Carlone

John & Yvonne Ramsden
Belinda Rawlins

Sarah Reeves
John Regan

Regional Council of Rural 
Counties

Resources Legacy Fund
Resources Law Group
Restore Hetch Hetchy

Investing
in Sierra Organizations

The Sierra Fund’s donor advised funds have provided bridge and 

litigation loans for time-sensitive efforts, allowing their dollars to 

be used again and again to support key organizations and projects.   

Weathering 
THE FREEZE 

A $120,000 cash 

flow helped keep 

the Sierra Nevada 

Alliance operational 

during the State 

Bond Freeze of 

2009. 

Preserving 
the Sierra 
buttes 

A $100,000 cash 

flow loan helped 

Sierra County Land 

Trust acquire parcels 

in the iconic Sierra 

Buttes.

Photo:  Tom Hunt 

Photo:  Sierra Nevada Alliance
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Protecting 
Martis Valley 

Sierra Watch, supported in part by loans from TSF’s Welch and Funk donor 

advised funds, navigated successful advocacy around growth in Martis 

Valley that resulted in tens of millions of dollars for open space, habitat, 

recreation and workforce housing.  

John Reynolds
Michelle & Dave  Reynolds
Ren Reynolds
Alan Rhoades
Trent & Lexi Rhorer
Jane Rice
Tim & Karen Rice
Alice A. Rich
Richard & Rhoda Goldman Fund
Diana Richmond & Al Martin
Michael Richmond
Rose Mary Richmond
Michael Riese
Robert Riley
C.D Ritter
Don & Barbara Rivenes
Emily & Dave Rivenes
Jeff & Kristil Robarts
Dmae Roberts
Steven & Judith Robinson
Susan Rogers
Shamus  Roller
Patricia H. Ronald
David Roque & Greg Donoven
Rose Foundation for Communities 

& the Environment
Steve Rosenbaum
Dr. & Dr. Richard & Joyce Ross
William Ross
Naomi Roth
Carolyn Roundey
Stephen H. Rovno
Adam Ruben & Sarah DiJulio
Justin Ruben
William & Alice Russell-Shapiro
Lynne Rusy
Don Ryberg
Sacramento River Watershed 

Program
Leslie Samuelrich & Richard J. 

Hannigan
Susan Sanders
Louis P. Sans
Luis & Amy Santo Domingo
George Sardina, MD
Philip & Barbara Sarkisian
Karen & Robin Saunders
Carol Savary
Save Round Valley Alliance
James Sayer & Wendy Calvert
Diana Schaffhauser & Suzanne 

Doyle
Teresa Schilling 
Ulrich Schmid-Maybach
Scott Schnappauf
Bob Schneider & Elizabeth  

Merry
Steve Schoenig & J Carol 

Hillhouse
Diana & Charles Schuman

”	“	The Sierra Fund is defining a new brand of high impact 
philanthropy just at the moment in history when the 
Sierra Nevada is most threatened.  

– Drummond Pike, founding Director, 
Tides Foundation
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John  Sciacca
Nancy O. Scott

Tracey & Brad Seals
Nancy & Eldon Sellers
Gloria & James Servais

Grant Shaffer
Carol Sharon

Joel Shawn & Dee Samuels
Jeff Shellito & Christine Madden

Lois Shelton
Senator Byron & Linda Sher

Kristin & Nye Sherwood
Robert Shibatani

Matt Shier
Gail Shierman
Fraser Shilling

Kelly Short & Steve Blackmer
Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger

Winnifred W. Siegel
Sierra Business Council

Sierra Cascade Land Trust Council
Sierra College

Sierra County Land Trust
Sierra Foothill Conservancy

Sierra Health Foundation
Sierra Institute for Community & 

Environment
Sierra Nevada Alliance

Sierra Nevada Brewing Co., Inc.
Sierra Nevada Conservancy

Sierra Pacific Foundation
Sierra Watch

Daniel Silver, MD
Silverman, Krantz & Porter
Don & Madeleine Simborg

Harold & Pamela Singer
Samuel & Jean Skemp

Amy O. Skewes-Cox & Robert H. 
Twiss Jr.

Robert Slobe & Kimberly Mueller 
Gregg & Pam Small

Steve Smart
Susan Smartt

Susan & Thomas Smegal
Bec Smith

Heather Smith
Michael & Lanyll Smith

Philip Smith
Suzanne Smith

Susan Snider
Gary Snyder

Elizabeth Soderstrom & Steve 
Rothert

Solution Mining
Sorensen’s Resort

South Coast Wildlands
South Yuba River Citizens League

Robert & Virginia Stahl
Nick Stark

Brian Steen

High Sierra Rural 
Alliance

Incubated inside The Sierra 

Fund from 2004-2007, the 

Environmental Defense 

Project of Sierra County/

High Sierra Rural Alliance has 

gone on to score numerous 

important legal victories in 

preserving the resources 

of the Sierra Valley and the 

Sierra Buttes.

Building
Capacity in the Sierra

The Sierra Fund has incubated new organizations and provided 

fiscal and project management services for important new efforts.  

Saving the Sierra: 
Voices of 

Conservation in 
Action 

This award-winning 

independent media project 

features the stories and voices 

of Californians from the Sierra 

Nevada.  Stories document 

community efforts to conserve 

the environment, culture, and 

economy of the region.   

Photo:  Maureen Meikle
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Joanne & Patrick Stephens
Janet L. Sterling & Julian G. 

Schiller
Nathaniel & Marcia Sterling
Elizabeth Adams Sterner
Frank Stewart
Adele Z. Stifter
Anton  J. Stifter
John & Val Stillman
Evelyn Stivers
Stonehouse Hospitality Acadamy
Kristen Strohm
Stephen K. Struebing
Jeffrey D. Stump
Felicia Sullivan
Peter & Diane Swanhuyser
Wendy & Grant Swanson
Lisa Swarthout
Lucetta Swift
Fred & Shirley Switzer
Jennifer Tamura
Romy Taubma
Greg Taylor
Norman Taylor
Richard S. Taylor & Tracy Grubbs
Teichert Materials
Stephen Testa
Dale H. Teubert
Carol & Leonard Thompson
Lisa C. Thompson
Virginia & Butch Thresh
Tides Foundation
The Tiffany & Co. Foundation 
Kerri & John Timmer
Jim Tjosvold
Kathryn Tobias
Michael & Erica Tomlinson
Holly Tornheim
John Trinkl
Clark Trowell
Truckee Donner Land Trust
True North Foundation
Trust for Public Land 
Tuolumne County Land Trust
Kenneth Turner
Sidney Tyler
Gail G. Uilkema
Alyce Ujihara
Ursack, Inc
John van der Veen
Karen Van Epen & Max Kroschel
Steve Vanderburg
Velocity 7 
Veridico Group, Inc. 
Joshua Viers 
Virginia Cabot Wellington 

Foundation
Judith Voet
Nancy & John Wagner
Dave & Lugena Wahlquist

Deer Creek 
Tribute Trail

Local organizations and citizens in 

Nevada County joined together to create 

a nine mile loop trail that pays tribute to 

the region’s native peoples and Chinese 

pioneers.   The Sierra Fund organized 

loans from community members to cash 

flow the project, a win-win solution for 

the community and trail investors.  

Connecting to Care

Incubated inside The Sierra Fund 

from 2009-2010, the award-winning 

organization Connecting to Care 

provides breast cancer support groups 

locally via video-conferencing in rural 

counties of Northern California.  

”	“	We are thankful for The Sierra Fund’s work with 
California tribal people, including our Tribe, to 
reform suction dredge mining regulations and 
to defend the native fish, water and peoples of 
California.  

– Leaf Hillman, Director of Natural 
Resources, Karuk Tribe



Thank You!

Community Summit on 
Mining Impacts 

Held in November 2010, this 

conference was the first ever 

opportunity for community members, 

tribal leaders, elected officials, 

scientists, miners, and many more to 

convene and create solutions to clean 

up their landscape.   

Ian Walker
Anne Wallace
Lisa Wallace

Janet Walther
Bob & Konnie Warburton

Washoe Tribe
Denise Waterbury

Dr. John C. Weaver Jr.
Rick Weaver

Paul & Janelle Wegner
Debra  & Thomas  Weistar

David & Kathy Welch
Wells Fargo Foundation 

Wendy Wendlandt
Mary C. Wente

John Wentworth
Erik Wessler

Wilma Wheeler
Lonna Whipple

Nori Whisenand
Pamela & David Wiggert

Wild PAC
Pauline & Mark Wilder

Steve  Wilensky
Antha Williams

Barbara & Roger Williams
Thomas Williams

Rich  Wills
Elizabeth Wilson

Matthew L. Wilson & Lorraine S. 
Hodin

Wolf Creek Community Alliance
Cameron & Frances Wolfe

Donald J. Wood
James Worthy

Jim Worthy
Chris Wright 
Vida Wright

Xtrememly Green
Bill Yeates 

Don Young
Leslie Zander

Gary & Janice Zimmerman

Reclaiming
the Sierra

The Sierra Fund is leading the effort to address California’s longest 

neglected environmental problem:  abandoned mines.  

Mining’s Toxic Legacy Report 

Our groundbreaking report is still hailed as the first 

comprehensive look at the ongoing human health, 

cultural and environmental impacts of over 100 

years of mining in the Sierra Nevada. It was released 

at first-ever joint hearings on the issue by three 

California legislative committees in March 2008.

“	 ”	
All Californians should take note of The 
Sierra Fund’s findings.  This issue affects the fish 
we eat, the water we drink, and the air we breathe.  And we are 
just beginning to appreciate the magnitude of the problem.  

– Senator Lois Wolk
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Over the last decade The Sierra Fund has inspired new 

investment to protect and restore the natural resources and 

communities of the Sierra Nevada.  As we move into the next 

ten years, our mission to provide a strategic vision for the 

region directs us to exercise our strengths and creativity to 

pursue new ways to serve our region’s changing needs.  

Program Work

The Sierra Fund is the established leader in restoring the Sierra 

from a century of intensive mining activities – which founded 

California but left behind dangerous and long-neglected 

impacts on the region’s environment, native cultures and 

human health.  

Over the next ten years we will use our leadership position to 

solve the technical, scientific and policy quagmires that have 

created obstacles to action on this issue.  We will pilot state-of-

the-art abandoned mine assessment and remediation efforts.  

We will empower the people whose health is affected by this 

legacy pollution to avoid exposure – by reaching out to doctors, 

local leaders, public health agencies, and the individuals most 

affected.  And we will develop new sources of funding to pay 

for the remediation of the abandoned mines that threaten 

California residents from the Sierra to the Sea.

Philanthropy & Advocacy

We will continue to serve the philanthropic visions of our donors and investors, and to 

provide important financial and project management services to hard-working Sierra 

organizations.  We will build another bridge over Deer Creek in Nevada County, dedicated 

to the Original People of this area.  We will finalize protection for iconic landscapes in 

the Sierra.  And, we will vigorously advocate in the Capitol for more public funding to be 

invested in our Sierra Nevada watersheds through public bonds and other mechanisms.  

Looking ahead
to the next 10 years

In particular, The Sierra 
Fund will finalize our 

assessment of the 
Humbug Creek watershed 

in Malakoff Diggins 
State Historic Park, 

and in partnership with 
California State Parks  and 

many others, implement 
appropriate management 

activities to restore the 
health of this watershed.  
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The Sierra Fund Staff

Elizabeth “Izzy” Martin, CEO
Carrie Monohan, Ph.D., Science Director
Kerry Morse, Director of Communications
Emily Rivenes, Finance and Operations Manager

Former Staff
Susan Ferrier, Breast Cancer Research Project
Shawn Garvey, founding CEO
Joey Jordan, Development Associate
Terry Lowe, Director of Philanthropy
Mike Thornton, Community Organizer

T H E  S I E R R A  F U N D
423 Broad Street

Nevada City, CA 95959
(530) 265-8454

www.s ierra fund.org

The Sierra Fund 
Board of Directors
Patty Brissenden, Board Chair
Alison Harvey, Secretary
John Regan, Treasurer
Esther Feldman
Lisa Thompson, Ph.D. 

Emeritus 
Board Members
Janet Cohen
Martha Davis
Sarah Forslund
Greg Francis 
Michael Funk
Shawn Garvey
John Hellwig
Michael Killigrew
John Laird
Jerry Meral, Ph.D.
Rob Moser
William Newsom
Drummond Pike
David Welch
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